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Meet our newest 
Partner Family 

The McCarthy Family 

 

Melissa, Melissa and their children, 12-year-old 

Lyric and 10-year-old Sebastian currently rent an 

apartment in Concord and when the opportunity 

for affordable homeownership became available in 

the town they have come to love, they didn’t 

hesitate to apply!  “Every family starts with dreams- 

for their kids, their home, and their lives,” shared 

Melissa, “Although we had to adjust our dreams 

and reset our goals when the boys were born with 

serious medical conditions followed by a diagnosis 

of autism. We didn't dare to dream of owning a 

home. As a family there have been times where we 

have had to pray to make it through some tough 

times and were grateful for the community that 

surrounded us to help us through.”  

Finding a safe, clean, affordable place to rent over 

the years has been a challenge while living on one 

income and struggling to get ahead and balancing 

their children’s’ needs.  Renting apartments and 

dealing with problems like black mold and water 

damage from leaking pipes were just some of what 

they have faced as tenants. Over the years, the 

quality of their living situation often had an impact 

on their children’s health but that did not deter 

these mothers who are constant champions for 

their children. Melissa (also called Maddy by their 

children) works full-time, while her wife Melissa 

has been a stay-at-home mom, keeping to the 

rigorous schedule that is the daily life of a special 

needs parent.  

 Melissa and Melissa describe being chosen as the 

newest Habitat for Humanity homeowners as their 

'greatest adventure.' Their family approach to this 

adventure borrows this expression from a favorite 

family movie, Disney's “Up”.  “This is a life changing 

experience and something that we could never 

have imagined in our wildest dreams,” Melissa 

shared, “We are absolutely thrilled to be a Habitat 

for Humanity of Greater Lowell partner family and 

have this opportunity to begin a fresh start to an 

independent future that will transform our family 

now and for the future. We are so excited to be 

able to own a safe and healthy home built by the 

community, in a town we love.”   

The “Melissa’s” as people like to refer to them, are 

always enthusiastic when they arrive at the build 

site to complete their required “sweat equity 

hours”.  They love working on their home and are 

so grateful to each and every volunteer that comes 

to help. A few words to describe this family would 

include: Love, hope, pride, strength, tenacity, and 

fortitude. They boys are so excited for their 

backyard with the big deck they have already 

planned a camping expedition on and have many 

ideas for vivid paint colors that will fill their rooms 

with their bright personalities. “We feel 

tremendous hope and gratitude thanks to Habitat 

for Humanity and its many volunteers and 

supporters.” 

 

“As Mom’s our mission is clear; we 

want our children to always have their 

dreams and to see their moms working 

so hard to make the dreams of their 

family come true.”~ Melissa 

 

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell is committed to 

building simple, decent, affordable homes for families 

that have a need and are willing to work hard.  Habitat 

provides a hand up not a hand out.  Join us in making 

this possible for other families. 

 
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell 

68 Tadmuck Road, Unit #1 Westford MA  01886 

Tel: 978-692-0927 www.lowellhabitat.org 

Lyric, Melissa, Sebastian and Melissa 

Devonnie 

http://www.lowellhabitat.org/
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